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Introduction to TIE Examinations 
 
The Gatehouse Awards Test of Interactive English (TIE) consists of a suite of 6 qualifications, 
mapped to the CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages).  
 
TIE - Test of Interactive English - is an integrated 4-skills test of language ability, consisting of 
2 exam components, within which the candidate’s Speaking, Reading, Writing, Listening and 
Interactive skills are assessed: 
 

This Handbook contains detailed guidance and information about the TIE B2-C2 Exam. (For 

guidance and information about the TIE A1-B1 Exam, please refer to the TIE Exams A1-B1 
Handbook). 
 
Regulatory status and availability 
 
The TIE qualifications are regulated by Ofqual (the Office of Qualifications and Examinations 
Regulation) and awarded by Gatehouse Awards in the United Kingdom. These qualifications 
are valid, trusted and accepted by employers, colleges and universities, as well as government 
authorities and institutions worldwide. 
 
TIE qualifications are available in the UK and internationally.  
 
Innovation 
 
TIE promotes the use of authentic material, selected by the candidate. The Spoken and 
Written TIE exams incorporate tasks for which candidates can prepare before the exam date, 
choosing topics and texts of their personal interest. 
 
TIE adopts a unique approach to language testing in which Speaking, Reading, Listening, 
Writing and Interactive Skills are considered to be inter-related: the receptive language skills 
support and underlie the productive skills – much as they tend to do in real life. 
  
Assessment  
 
In TIE, candidates receive a grade that corresponds to a level of language proficiency based 
on the CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages). Their 
performance in the exam determines which CEFR level they have achieved. Candidates are 
then awarded a certificate indicating the level of qualification they have achieved. 
 
Exam structure and preparation  
 
The two exam components consist of: 

• The Spoken TIE Exam - assessing interactive skills with listening, reading and speaking 
skills. 

• The Written TIE Exam - assessing interactive skills with reading and writing skills. 
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Both the Spoken TIE exam and the Written TIE exam components are compulsory. They are 
designed to build upon the candidates’ background knowledge, provide language 
development opportunities that suit the needs of each candidate, and reflect activities they 
are familiar with from the English language learning classroom and their daily lives. 
 
Candidates must undertake mandatory preparation for the TIE examinations by selecting their 
own topics and materials. The preparation work provides the framework within which the 
exams are delivered. 
 
TIE as an achievement test 
 
Candidates are awarded a qualification at the level they have achieved on the day of the 
exam. In other words, successful candidates may either be awarded a qualification at the level 
they have aimed at or a qualification of a lower or a higher level of attainment.  
 
Certification 
 
Successful candidates are awarded the qualification at the level they have achieved.  
 
Candidates who do not achieve the lowest level of attainment (i.e., B2) in the examination will 
be assessed at B1 level (Fallback assessment) and can therefore be eligible to be awarded a 
B1 level certificate. Candidates not achieving the B1 level will not be awarded a certification. 
 

Overview of the B2-C2 TIE Exam 
 

 

Spoken TIE Exam Written TIE Exam
 
Candidates are examined in pairs (or 
groups of 3 in case of an odd number of 
candidates). 
 
Task 1: Presentation and discussion about 
the investigation (all candidates) 
Task 2: Presentation and discussion about 
the book (candidate A) / Presentation and 
discussion about the news story (candidate 
B), which also includes a reading element. 
Task 3: Decision-making task (all 
candidates) 
 
 
Exam duration for 2 candidates: approx. 
25 minutes. 
Exam duration for 3 candidates: approx. 
35 minutes. 
 

 
Candidates are required to complete 2 
tasks. 
 
Writing Task 1: Write a text based on the 
news story OR write a text based on the 
book. 
Writing Task 2: Complete a spontaneous 
writing task. 
Total duration: 90 minutes 
 
The use of a monolingual (English-English) 
dictionary is permitted. 
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TIE Exam Preparation 
 
In preparation for the examination candidates are required to: 

• carry out an investigation on a topic of personal interest through reading and/or listening 
to various sources to gather information in order to be able to speak about it. 
 

• read a book/graded reader in English in order to be able to speak or write about it. 
 
• follow a news story through reading various sources to gather information in order to be 

able to speak or write about it. 
 

The logbook 

Candidates are required to keep a logbook where they record details of their preparation work 
and bring their logbook to the examination with them. 

Candidates must be prepared to present and discuss all their investigation, book and news 
story, as they do NOT choose which they speak and write about. The Examiner will tell the 
candidate which task they will present during the Spoken TIE exam. 
 
Guidance on choosing the prepared materials 

Candidates are free to choose any topic for their investigation, and choose any book/reader 
and news story. Candidates are therefore able to bring their own interests, opinions and 
experiences into the classroom and use them in the examination. 

Selecting materials that are well-matched to the target proficiency level is very important. If 
materials are too advanced or complex for the level the candidate is aiming at, they may 
struggle to demonstrate their true abilities. Conversely, if materials are too simplistic or for 
the target level, candidates may not have the opportunity to fully showcase their higher-level 
language competencies.  

For example, a classic work of literature like a Dickens novel would likely prove too 
challenging for a candidate working towards B1 level, just as an elementary graded reader 
would fail to prepare a candidate with the sophisticated language skills expected at C2 level.  
 
How the materials are used in the TIE exam 
 
The candidate who speaks about their book in the Spoken TIE exam, will write about their 
news story in the Written TIE exam and vice -versa. The candidates do not know beforehand 
which one will come up in which part of the test. They must be prepared both for the book 
and the news story. 
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On the Day of the Exam 
 
The candidate must bring a copy of their completed logbook, their book and their news story 
with them on the day of the exam.  
 
Candidates are able to refer to their logbook throughout the exam. 
 
For the Written TIE exam, candidates, may bring a monolingual (English-English) dictionary into 
the exam room.  
 

Candidates with Additional Needs 
 
Candidates with additional needs (dyslexia, mobility problems, etc.) are eligible to apply to 
Gatehouse Awards for special arrangements (e.g. use of a scribe or computer in the Written 
TIE exam) at least 2 weeks before the exams using the “Requests for Reasonable 
adjustments” form.  Along with the form, candidates should submit any relevant evidence. 
Gatehouse Awards will provide a decision within 5 working days of receiving the application. 
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B2-C2 Spoken TIE Exam: Step by Step 
 

Spoken TIE Examination Summary (B2 – C2) 

Step Task Summary Timings 

1. Conversation: 
Personal 

Introductions 
(Spontaneous) 

Personal introductions 
Exchange of personal 
information 
(all candidates) 

Candidates listen and talk to 
the Examiner and each other, 
to introduce each other and 
exchange personal information 

4 minutes (for two 
candidates) 

 
5-6 minutes (for 
three candidates) 

2. Investigation 
(Prepared) 

Presentation and 
discussion of 
Investigation 
(all candidates) 

In turn, each candidate refers 
to their logbook and presents 
their project. Both candidates 
comment on the other’s project 
and respond to questions from 
the Examiner/each other. 

8-9 minutes (for 
two candidates) 

 
12-13 minutes (for 
three candidates) 

3. The News 
Story* 

(Prepared) 

Presentation and 
discussion of the news 
story, with a reading 
comprehension element 
(one candidate*) 

One candidate presents their 
news story and answers 
questions from the 
Examiner/the other candidate. 
They then read a 
paragraph/excerpt selected by 
the Examiner, summarise it and 
answer some questions specific 
to the paragraph/excerpt. 

6-7 minutes per 
candidate 

4. The Book* 
(Prepared) 

Presentation and 
discussion of the book, 
with a reading 
comprehension element 
(one candidate*) 

One candidate presents their 
book and answers questions 
from the Examiner/the other 
candidate. They then read a 
paragraph/excerpt selected by 
the Examiner, summarise it and 
answer some questions specific 
to the paragraph/excerpt. 

6-7 minutes per 
candidate 

5. Decision 
Making Task 

(Spontaneous) 

Candidates discuss the 
task between themselves 
and make a decision 
which they present to 
the Interlocutor 
(all candidates) 

Candidates use the visual 
prompts and the question or 
problem given by the Examiner 
to discuss the issue, arriving at 
a decision together where 
applicable. 

4-5 minutes (for 
two candidates) 

 
7-8 minutes (for 
three candidates) 

Total Examination Time 

Approx. 30 minutes 
(for two candidates) 

 
Approx. 45 minutes 

(for three 
candidates) 

*Candidates must be prepared to present and discuss both their book and their news story. The 
Examiner decides which task they will present in the Spoken TIE. 
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Step 1: Conversation & Personal Introductions 
 
Exam task: Exchange of personal information. 
Task type: Spontaneous. 
Time: 4 min approx. 
Task description: The Examiner invites candidates to introduce themselves and answer his/her 
questions. 
Materials: None. 
 
Sample questions: 
 

• What are your favourite hobbies? 
• Tell us a few things about your family. 
• What did you do last weekend? 
• What do you study?  
• Do you like your studies?  
• What are your plans when you finish school/university? 

 

 

  

First of all, it’s lovely to meet you. Let’s talk about you. I would like you to introduce yourselves, 
and then I will ask each of you some questions. You may also ask each other questions, if you 
like, or make comments, OK?  
 
[Allow candidates to introduce themselves and then ask them in turn two or more personal, 
non-sensitive questions, depending on the length of the candidate’s answer(s) and the available 
time.] 
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Step 2: The Investigation 
 
Exam task: Presentation/discussion on the investigation. 
Task type: Prepared. (Candidates have selected a topic which they have written about and 
supported with visuals). 
Time: 8-9 min approx. 
Task description: Candidates must be ready to present their investigations for at least 2 minutes 
each and respond to questions asked by the Examiner and the other candidate(s). 
Materials: The investigations which candidates have created. The investigations can be typed or 
hand-written. They should be 2-3 pages long and include a title and at least two visuals. 
 
Samples of topics for the investigations: studies/work, leisure time, famous people, technology, 
health, environment, travel, art, science, etc. 
 
Sample questions: 
 

• Why did you choose to investigate this topic? 
• Was it difficult to find information on this topic?  
• How did you decide on which sources to use? 
• What impressed you most about this topic? 
• Was it useful investigating this topic? What did you learn? Can you tell me what 
this is? (referring to a visual included in the investigation) 

 
I see you have your logbooks with you; can you please show them to me? (Candidates give their 
logbooks to the Examiner and the Examiner opens them. The Examiner turns them towards the 
candidates so that they can all see them and continues with the examination)

(The Examiner invites the candidates in turn as follows) 

(The Examiner inserts candidate A’s name), would you like to present your investigation to us? 

(Before candidate A starts, the Examiner turns to the other candidate(s) and says) 

And I’d like you to listen carefully so that you can ask questions about the investigation. 

(The Examiner allows the candidate to present for about two (2) minutes) 

(The Examiner asks one or more general questions on the investigation, e.g. Did you find this topic 
interesting to investigate? Why/why not? Additional questions will be adapted to specific topics - the 
pictures in the candidate’s logbook may also be used to guide the conversation) 

(Then invites the other candidate(s) as follows) What would you like to say or ask about this 
investigation? (The Examiner allows the other candidate(s) to ask one or more questions and the 
presenting candidate to answer) 

Thank you. The same procedure is followed with the other candidate. 
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Step 3. The News Story 

 
Exam task: Presentation/discussion on a news story with a reading comprehension element. 
  
Task type: Prepared (Candidates have followed a news story from at least two media sources, 
such as newspapers, the web, magazines). 
  
Time: 6-7 min approx. 
  
Task description: Candidates must be prepared to present their news story for at least 2 
minutes and respond to questions asked by the Examiner and the other candidate. They then 
read aloud a paragraph/excerpt selected by the Examiner, summarise it and answer some 
questions specific to the paragraph/excerpt. 
  
Materials: Candidates’ news stories, recorded in the logbook. The news story should be from 
at least two different media sources, such as newspapers, the internet, a magazine etc., and 
include at least two visuals. It must not be more than 6 months old at the date of the 
examination. Dates and sources must be mentioned on the texts.    
 
Sample questions: 
  

• What attracted you to this news story? 
• What sources did you use? Which was the easiest/most difficult to follow? 
• What have you learned from this story? 
• What do you think has happened to the people/place/event since the news 
story was published? 
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(The Examiner inserts candidate A’s name), I see you have a news story with you. Would you 
like to present your news story to us? 
 
(Before they start, the Examiner turns to the other candidate(s) and says) 

And I’d like you to listen carefully so that you can ask questions about the news story.  

(The Examiner allows the candidate to present for about two (2) minutes) 
(Then the Examiner asks one or more questions about the news story, e.g. What did you like 
most about the story? What sources did you use to find out about the story? What did you 
learn from the story? Additional questions will be adapted to specific topics - the Candidate’s 
logbook may also be used to guide the conversation) 
(Then the Examiner invites the other candidate(s) as follows)  

What would you like to say or ask about this story?  

(The Examiner allows the other candidate(s) to comment and ask one or more questions and the 
presenting candidate to answer) 

Now, I would like to ask you to read aloud this paragraph/excerpt [point out the text to the 
Candidate]. 
 
[Allow the Candidate to read the paragraph/excerpt]. 
 
Can you please briefly summarise what you have read for us, using your own words? [allow the 
Candidate to present their summary] 
 

Now I’m going to ask you some additional questions about what you have read. [Examiner asks 
two reading comprehension questions based on the paragraph/excerpt] 
 

Thank you. 
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Step 4. The Book 
 
Exam task: Presentation/discussion on a book/graded reader. 
 
Task type: Prepared (Candidates have selected a book/graded reader of their choice). 
 
Time: 6-7 min approx. 
 
Task description: Candidates must be prepared to present their book for at least 2 minutes and 
respond to questions asked by the Interlocutor and the other candidate. They then read aloud 
a paragraph/excerpt selected by the Examiner, summarise it and answer some questions 
specific to the paragraph/excerpt. 
 
Materials: The book. Candidates’ books must be in English. It could be either a work of fiction 
or non-fiction, a graded reader, a comic book, etc. English course books and magazines are not 
permitted. 

 
IMPORTANT: Candidates must bring their book for the Spoken TIE exam and may bring it for 
the Written exam too. 

 
Sample questions: 

 
• Why did you choose this book? 
• Did you find it interesting? Why/Why not? 
• Who was your favourite character in the book? 
• How does the book end? Did you like its ending (Why/Why not?) 
• Would you recommend this book to your friends? (Why/Why not?)  
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(The Examiner inserts candidate B’s name), I see you have a book with you. Would you like to present 
your book to us? 
 
(Before candidate B starts, the Examiner turns to the other candidate(s) and says) And I’d like you to 
listen carefully so that you can ask questions about the book. 
 
(The Examiner allows the candidate to present for about two (2) minutes) 
 
(The Examiner asks one or more questions about the book, e.g. Did you enjoy/are you enjoying the 
book? Who are the main characters? Where does the story take place? Additional questions should 
be adapted to the specific book and presentation.) 
 
(Then the Examiner invites the other candidate(s) as follows) 
 
What would you like to say or ask about this story? 
 
(The Interlocutor allows the other Candidate(s) to comment and ask one or more questions and the 
presenting Candidate to answer) 
 
Now, I would like to ask you to read aloud this paragraph [point out the text to the Candidate]. 
 
[Allow the Candidate to read the paragraph]. 
 
Can you please briefly summarise what you have read for us, using your own words? [allow the 
Candidate to present their summary] 

 
Now I’m going to ask you some additional questions about what you have read. [Examiner asks two 
reading comprehension questions based on the paragraph] 
 
Thank you. 
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Step 5. The Decision-Making Task 
 
Exam task: Problem solving interaction, based on visual materials.  
Task type: Spontaneous.  
Time: 4-5 min approx.  
Task description: The Examiner will present a topic and a question and provide candidates 
with a series of photos, representing a range of options. Candidates must engage in 
conversation between themselves, expressing their opinions, agreeing or disagreeing, making 
suggestions, expressing preferences and reach a conclusion, presenting the conclusion with 
their reasons. The Examiner may broaden the topic, prompting further discussion. 
  
IMPORTANT: In this task, the exchange of information is more important than reaching an 
agreement. Many candidates may feel that there is pressure on them to reach an agreed 
solution or conclusion as quickly as possible. However, the emphasis is on the process by 
which the agreement or conclusion is reached rather than the result itself. 
 

(The Examiner chooses which decision-making task the candidates will use) 
 
Now, I’d like you to discuss something together, whilst I just listen. Please remember to speak clearly. 
(The Examiner refers to the decision-making task materials: the wording is given behind the visuals 
chosen)  
 
Here are some hobbies. Which one is most enjoyable for you and why? 
 

 
 

(The Examiner allows the candidates to engage in discussion about the images and themes in the 
materials and their ideas. Where the conversation is slow to start or candidates find difficulty in carrying 
the conversation, it may be necessary for the Examiner to contribute. The Examiner could ask an open 
question or lead the conversation to a point of interest and then encourage the candidates to continue 
to develop the theme. The Examiner does not have to prolong the task to the full time allowed if they feel 
that the discussion has come to a natural conclusion and candidates have had equal opportunity to 
demonstrate their skills during the task) 
 
(At the end of the decision-making task): I think that’s all we have time for today - we have come 
to the end of the test. Thank you. 

 
 
 



Gatehouse Awards Test of Interactive English (TIE) Examinations 

 

B2-C2 Written TIE Exam: Step by Step 
 

Written TIE Examination Summary (B2 – C2) 

Step Task Summary Timings 

1. Prepared 
Writing 

Candidates are asked to write about the book OR the news 
story* (whichever they didn’t discuss in the Spoken TIE, i.e. 
if the candidate discussed their book in the Spoken TIE, 
they are asked to write about her news story and vice 
versa). The task will require candidates to write a letter, an 
email, an essay or an article. 
 
Approximate Word Count: 
• B2: a minimum of 150 words 
• C1 & C2: a minimum of 200 words 

45 minutes 

2.  Spontaneous 
Writing 

Candidates are asked to write a short text (letter, email, 
article, essay) on a familiar topic, choosing one from a set 
of two options. 
 
Approximate Word Count:  
• B2: a minimum of 150words 
• C1 & C2: a minimum of 200 words 

45 minutes 

Total Examination Time 90 minutes 

*Candidates must be prepared to write about both their book and their news story.  
The Examiner decides which task they will present in the Spoken TIE and the other will be the focus 

of Step 1 in the Written TIE. 

 

  



Gatehouse Awards Test of Interactive English (TIE) Examinations 

 

Task 1: The Prepared Writing Task 
 
Exam task: Writing either about the book or the news story, selecting one of two options. 
Task type: prepared. 
Produced text: Letter/email, article, essay. 
Indicated time: 45 min. 
 
Task description: The candidate has read their book/news story and they are asked to reflect 
on it and produce an opinion, producing a written text from a choice of two options. 
 
Materials: The book or the news story. 
 
IMPORTANT: in this task, candidates are required to include a brief summary (no more than 50 
words) of their book/news story in their response. 
 
Word count:  

• B2: a minimum of 150 words 
• C1/C2: a minimum of 200 words 

 
Very short texts (less than 90 words) will be graded DNF (Did Not Fulfil Requirements). 

Sample Written TIE – Task 1 (Candidate A)  
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Sample Written TIE – Task 1 (Candidate B)
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Task 2: The Spontaneous Writing Task 
 
Exam task: Spontaneous writing, selecting one of two options. 
Task type: Unprepared. 
Produced text: Letter/email, article, short story, essay. 
Indicated time: 45 min. 
 
Task description: The candidate produces a text in response to one from a choice of two 
questions. The first question primarily gives opportunities for candidates at the lower level of 
the band (i.e., B2/C1) to demonstrate their written skills. The second question primarily gives 
opportunities for candidates at the higher level of the band (i.e., C1/C2) to demonstrate their 
written skills. 
 
Materials: none. 
 
Word count:  

• B2: a minimum of 150 words 
• C1/C2: a minimum of 200 words 

 
Very short texts (less than 90 words) will be graded DNF (Did Not Fulfil Requirements). 

 

Sample Written TIE – Task 2 
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Assessing the Spoken TIE Exam 
 

Examiners are trained to assess the candidates’ performance based on specific criteria. For the 
Spoken TIE exam, these are: 
 
Aural reception (Listening)  
The ability to process the spoken input of the other speakers (i.e., listening for gist, specific 
information, detailed understanding, implications, etc.). 
 
Interaction 
The ability to interact with a partner and the Examiner. 
 
Communicative Effectiveness  
The ability to convey the message. 
 
Reading Comprehension 
The ability to understand written text.  
 
Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity  
Grammatical & syntactical control. 
 
Lexical Range & Appropriacy  
Lexical repertoire and ability to make appropriate lexical choices. 
 
Phonological Control  
The ability to produce comprehensible speech. 
 
Based on the criteria above, the Examiner is called to ‘place’ the candidate on the scale from 
B2 to C2 or below according to his/her performance. To do so, the Examiner uses detailed 
descriptors provided by the Common European Framework (CEFR). 
 
Where the Candidate has demonstrated that skills are fully established across all criteria at the 
level and there is a clear indication that skills at the level above may be emerging, but not yet 
consolidated, a grade of (B1+) B2+, C1+ or C2+ may be given. 
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Assessing the Written TIE Exam 
 
Markers have been trained to assess the candidates’ performance based on specific criteria. 
For the Written TIE exam, these are: 
 
Visual Reception 
The degree of understanding as well as the extent to which the candidate’s background 
reading is successfully displayed in their produced scripts. 
 
Production & Text Organisation  
The ability to produce clear, well-structured and coherent text, following the genre 
conventions set in the task. 
 
Task Achievement  
How appropriately, effectively and relevantly the candidate responds to the tasks set. 
 
Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity  
Grammatical & syntactical control. 
 
Lexical Range & Appropriacy  
Lexical repertoire and ability to make appropriate lexical choices. 
 
Orthographic Control & Punctuation 
Control of the conventions of spelling and punctuation. 
 
Based on the criteria above, the marker is called to ‘place’ the candidate on the scale from B2 
to C2 or below according to his/her performance. To do so, the marker uses detailed 
descriptors provided by the Common European Framework (CEFR). 
 
Where the Candidate has demonstrated that skills are fully established across all criteria at the 
level and there is a clear indication that skills at the level above may be emerging, but not yet 
consolidated, a grade of (B1+) B2+, C1+ or C2+ may be given. 
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The “+” Grade in the Marking Process 
 
The “+” grades (i.e., B2+, C1+) work towards the candidate’s advantage as the final Written and 
Spoken TIE exam grade is based on the average of seven different marks, corresponding to the 
seven assessment criteria used in TIE. 

Example of Spoken Grade: 
 

Category Grade Category Grade 
Aural Reception C1 Grammatical Accuracy B2+ 
Interaction C1 Lexical Range B2+ 
Communicative Effectiveness B2+ Phonological Control C1 
Reading Comprehension  C1   

 
Overall Spoken Grade: C1 

 

How is the final qualification awarded calculated?  

The final qualification awarded is calculated as follows: 

A half-level difference between the Spoken and Written TIE exam overall grade is 
automatically rounded up. 
 
Example: 
Overall Spoken Grade: C1+ 
Overall Written Grade: C2 
 
Qualification awarded: C2 
 
 
One level difference or higher is rounded up to the middle level provided that in one of the 
two exam parts the candidate shows emerging or consolidating skills of the higher level.  
 
Example:  
Overall Spoken Grade: C2 
Overall Written Grade: B2+ (in which the candidate shows established skills at B2 level and 
emerging skills at C1 level) 
 
Qualification awarded: C1 
 

One level difference or higher is rounded down provided that in one of the two exam parts 
the candidate shows established skills of the lower level and no sign of emerging skills at the 
next higher level. 
 
Example:  
Overall Spoken Grade: C1 
Overall Written Grade: B2 (in which the candidate shows established skills at B2 level and 
no sign of emerging skills at C1 level) 
 
Qualification awarded: B2 
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Examples of awarded qualifications 
 
The following table shows examples of awarded qualifications based on a number of different 
combinations of single overall grades at the two parts of the examination: 

Spoken 
TIE Grade 

Written 
TIE Grade 

Qualification 
Awarded 

B2 B1+ B2 

B2 B1 B1 

C1+ B2 B2 

C1+ B2+ C1 

C1 B2 B2 

C1 B2+ C1 

C2 B2 B2 

C2 B2+ C1 

C2 C1 C1 

C2 C1+ C2 

C2+ C1+ C2 

C2+ C1 C1 

 

Inauthentic Work  
 
If the marker suspects that a candidate produced inauthentic text in Writing Task 2, or in a 
section of the Writing Task 1 which is not the summary element, this will be reported 
accordingly, and sanctions may be applied against candidates.  
 

Sample Scripts 

 
The following texts have been produced by real candidates. They are provided here to 
demonstrate the marking process and the assessment criteria.  
 
They are not intended to be used as model texts for the level. 
 



Gatehouse Awards Test of Interactive English (TIE) Examinations 

 

Sample Script 1: Writing Task 1 (News Story) 
 
Writing Task 1: Write an email to your friend about the news story you have read. in your 
email: a) include a brief summary of the news story (no longer than 50 words), and b) explain 
how the news story made you feel. 

 Marker Comments 

Visual Reception: Text is efficiently and skilfully linked to tasks instructions 
displaying the candidate’s critical perspective. C2 

Task Achievement: Answers the question fully and convincingly in a detailed and 
critical manner. C2 

Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity: Errors are very rare (three lexical errors) 
and the vocabulary is appropriately and effectively used to convey meaning. C2 

Lexical Range & Appropriacy: Displays a wide range of vocabulary conducive to 
the topic, but limited complexity of structures. C1+ 

Orthographic Control & Punctuation: Full control of spelling rules, just two 
punctuation errors. C2 

Production & Text Organisation: It displays an appropriate layout according to 
the requested text type. A well - structured, fully coherent text in which ideas  
are organised in a logical and cohesive way. A wide range of cohesive devices 
within and across paragraphs. 

C1+ 

Overall Grade Achieved: C2 
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Sample Script 2: Writing Task 1 (News Story) 
 
Writing Task 1: Your teacher has asked you to write an essay about the news story you read. 
Explain whether this is a news story that will be remembered next month or not. Give at least 
two reasons to support your opinion. Ensure you include a summary of the news story which is 
no longer than 50 words. 
 

 Marker Comments 

Visual Reception: The text is effectively linked to task instructions and there is 
evidence of the candidate’s critical thinking. C1 

Task Achievement: An appropriate text in terms of genre though its register/style 
is less formal than expected. It answers the task almost fully, as the reasons 
provided about the importance of the news story are not clearly expressed or 
fully explained. 

B2+ 

Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity: Displays good control of complex language. 
Although there are some errors (e.g., Another reason that we will remembered my 
news story... solution) they do not impede understanding. 

B2+ 

Lexical Range & Appropriacy: A sufficient range of vocabulary conductive to the 
topic is mostly used appropriately. C1 

Orthographic Control & Punctuation: Spelling is accurate. Few punctuation errors 
that do not affect meaning. C1 

Production & Text Organisation: This is a clearly intelligible, continuous writing 
which follows expected layout. Paragraphing is not always effectively used. C1 

Overall Grade Achieved: C1 

 



Gatehouse Awards Test of Interactive English (TIE) Examinations 

 

Sample Script 3: Writing Task 1 (Book) 
 
Writing Task 1: Write an email to your best friend who is looking for a new book to read in 
his/her free time. In your email: a) include a brief summary of the book (no longer than 50 
words), and b) explain why your friend would enjoy reading it. 
 

 
 Marker Comments 

Visual Reception: There is a noticeable attempt at addressing the topic in 
question, but the balance between the summary and the response to the task 
question is not maintained as per task instructions. 

B1+ 

Task Achievement: The candidate has attempted to meaningfully respond to the 
question, but content is generally relevant because it lacks specific arguments or 
examples addressing the given task question. 

B1+ 

Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity: Minor grammatical mistakes. B2+ 

Lexical Range & Appropriacy: Uses a good range of vocabulary in an appropriate 
and relevant manner. B2 

Orthographic Control & Punctuation: Few unobtrusive spelling errors which 
rarely interfere with intended meaning. B2 

Production & Text Organisation: Clearly intelligible continuous writing which 
follows expected paragraphing and layout. Uses a variety of cohesive devices 
correctly and appropriately in most cases. 

B2+ 

Overall Grade Achieved:  B2 
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Sample script 4: Writing Task 1 (Book) 
 
Writing Task 1: Which of the characters of your book would you most like to be? Why? Write 
an essay giving your opinion. Ensure you include a brief summary of the book which is no 
longer than 50 words. 

 Marker Comments 

Visual Reception: There is evidence of good understanding and active 
engagement with the original text. However, references to the book are purely 
descriptive, and elements of critical involvement are absent from the candidate’s 
analysis. 

B2+ 

Task Achievement: The candidate answers the question in an almost relevant 
manner providing enough arguments. B2+ 

Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity: Attempts towards more advanced use of 
grammatical structures are not always accurate. A number of grammatical and 
syntactical inaccuracies are present. However, errors which impede 
understanding are not present. 

B2 

Lexical Range & Appropriacy: The candidate displays a good range of appropriate 
vocabulary conducive to the topic and purpose of the given task. B2 

Orthographic Control & Punctuation: Spelling errors are generally unobtrusive. 
Punctuation is used accurately. B2 

Production & Text Organisation: The candidate produced a clearly intelligible 
continuous writing. All ideas are logically organised in appropriate paragraphing. B2+ 

Overall Grade Achieved: B2+ 
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Sample script 5: Writing Task 2 (Spontaneous)  
 
Writing Task 2: Your school is participating in a European school project about “Christmas 
celebrations around the world”. Write a text as part of this project, giving information about 
how Christmas is celebrated in YOUR country. 

 Marker Comments 

Visual Reception: The candidate displayed a high degree of comprehension 
producing a text that fully addresses the given task question. C2 

Task Achievement: The candidate answers the composition question fully and 
convincingly by providing relevant arguments and examples. C2 

Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity: The script uses accurate language and 
appropriate vocabulary. C2 

Lexical Range & Appropriacy: Uses a broad lexical repertoire in a skilful manner. 
Shows natural control of complex grammatical structures. C2 

Orthographic Control & Punctuation: Full control of punctuation, no spelling 
mistakes. C2 

Production & Text Organisation: The candidate has produced a clear, well-
structured text underlining the relevant salient issues, expanding and supporting 
her points of view. Full control of layout, paragraphing. 

C2 

Overall Grade Achieved: C2 



Gatehouse Awards Test of Interactive English (TIE) Examinations 

 

Sample script 6: Writing Task 2 (Spontaneous)  
 

Writing Task 2: Recently you are having problems with your parents. Write an email to your 
best friend, explaining these problems and asking for his/her advice. 

 Marker Comments 

Visual Reception: The candidate’s text is appropriately and effectively linked to 
task instructions. Some evidence of critical thinking. C1 

Task Achievement: The script is appropriate in terms of genre and register/style. 
Regarding the purpose of the task the candidate answers the given question 
expressing some relevant arguments. 

B2+ 

 Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity: Displays natural control of complex  
grammatical structures. Errors are difficult to spot and do not impede 
understanding. 

B2+ 

Lexical Range & Appropriacy: Uses a wide range of vocabulary showing flexibility 
and precision. B2+ 

Orthographic Control & Punctuation: Spelling and punctuation are effectively 
used. Errors are rare. C1+ 

Production & Text Organisation: The candidate has produced a clear and well – 
structured text. Ideas are logically organised in appropriate paragraphing. C1 

Overall Grade Achieved: C1 
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Sample script 7: Writing Task 2 (Spontaneous)  
 

Writing Task 2: Your English friend would like to lose weight and has asked for your advice. 
Send him/her an email with your advice. 

 

 Marker Comments 

Visual Reception: The candidate showed a very good degree of comprehension 
as the produced text is clearly linked to task instructions. B2+ 

Task Achievement: The script is generally appropriate in terms of genre, 
register/style. Regarding the purpose of the task, the candidate addresses the 
question directly providing enough arguments and advice to his friend on how to 
lose some weight. 

B2+ 

 Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity: The candidate displays a relatively good 
control of complex language. Errors still occur, which however do not affect 
understanding. 

B2 

Lexical Range & Appropriacy: Uses a sufficient range of vocabulary in a generally 
appropriate manner. Some lapses in word choices. B2 

Orthographic Control & Punctuation: Unobtrusive spelling and punctuation 
errors which rarely interfere with meaning. B2 

Production & Text Organisation: A continuous text that generally uses 
appropriate layout and paragraphing. Simple but appropriate linking words are 
used to link ideas within and across sentences. 

B2 

Overall Grade Achieved: B2 
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Frequently Asked Questions  
 
What is the ‘logbook’?  
The logbook is the folder containing the candidate’s investigation, news story and a hard copy of his/her 
book. 

Is the ‘Logbook’ mandatory?  
Yes, the logbook is mandatory for the Spoken TIE. Candidates who do not present their logbook in the 
Spoken TIE exam will automatically be awarded a DNF (Did not Fulfil Requirements). Candidates can use 
their logbook in the Written TIE Exam if they wish so. 

Is the ‘Logbook’ assessed in the examination?  
No, the Logbook, whatever its form and/or content, is not assessed or awarded a grade. 

In the Spoken TIE exam: personal information stage, should the candidate be prepared to introduce 
him/herself?  
Yes, but s/he should also be ready to answer personal questions. At higher levels, the Examiner may ask 
candidates to ask each other one or more personal questions. 

Does the Examiner ask the candidates questions?  
Yes, the examiner asks each candidate a few personal questions about their life, hobbies, studies, work, 
etc. 

In the investigation stage, is it compulsory for the candidate to have their investigation during the 
Spoken TIE exam?  
Yes, candidates must bring their investigations in their logbook. Otherwise, they will automatically be 
awarded a DNF (Did Not Fulfil Requirements) for the examination. 

Can the investigation be handwritten, or should it be typed?  
The investigation can be either handwritten or typed. 

Is there a word limit for the investigations?  
No, but generally investigations should be 2-3 pages long. 

Must candidates pay attention to their co-candidate’s presentation?  
Yes, the TIE exam is interaction based. Candidates should be attentive listeners as they will be requested 
to ask questions and comment on the other candidate’s presentation. 

Should candidates have memorised the content of their investigations for their presentations in the 
Spoken Exam?  
No. During the Spoken TIE exam, candidates will have their logbooks open in front of them, the 
Examiner and their partner. They will be allowed to refer to their investigation, if needed. The goal is to 
give a natural and smooth presentation demonstrating that they are aware of the topic and understand 
the information they are relaying. 

Is it compulsory for the candidate to have the book with them in the examination?  
Yes, candidates must bring the book they have read to the Spoken TIE exam. They may also bring it to 
the Written TIE Exam. 

Can the candidates have notes/summaries of the books with them during the Spoken and the Written 
Exam?  
No, notes or summaries of the books are not allowed and will be removed from the candidates’ 
logbooks. If the extra notes can’t be physically removed, the Examiner will confiscate the whole 
book/logbook and return it at the end of the exam session. 
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What types of books are accepted? 
Any type of book, fiction or non-fiction, a graded reader or novel. Compilations are also allowed - we 
recommend that the candidate focuses on one story instead of many different stories. English 
coursebooks and magazines are not permitted. 

Are non-English books permitted?  
No, only books in English are permitted. Candidates who have based their preparation on a non-English 
book will be awarded DNF (Did Not Fulfil Requirements). 
 
Should the candidate choose a book at the level they are aiming at?  
The level or difficulty of the book is not assessed in the exams. Therefore, candidates are free to choose 
any book they like. However, they need to make sure that the content of their book will allow them to 
demonstrate the skills required at the expected level. For this reason, it is suggested that the book they 
choose to read is either at the level they register for or one level lower than that. 
 
Can a whole class read the same book?  
Teachers should not permit the whole class to use the same book. Candidates should be encouraged to 
choose a book they will enjoy reading. However, if two or three students work on the same book, the 
teacher must encourage them to prepare their own book summary. Identical (word-for-word similar) 
book summaries as part of the candidates’ oral presentations or written productions will be awarded 
DNF (Did Not Fulfil Requirements). 

Should candidates memorise their news stories and book summaries for the Spoken or Written Exam?  
No, candidates should not aim to memorise the book summaries or news stories. For the Written TIE 
exam, the candidate must use their knowledge and understanding of their book or news story to 
produce their answer to the questions and produce a letter or an essay. Reproducing long ready-made 
summaries of their books or news stories will not help them achieve the desired level. 

What is the maximum number of words of the candidates’ book summaries?  
Book summaries produced as part of the candidate’s response to Writing Task 1 should not be more 
than 50 words long. This is because most of the candidate’s response must focus on addressing and 
answering the main question. 

When is it best for candidates to start reading their books?  
Candidates should be encouraged to select the book in plenty of time before the exam date to allow as 
much time as possible for reading and preparation. 

Must candidates pay attention to the other candidate’s book presentation?  
Yes, the Spoken TIE exam is interaction based. Candidates should be attentive listeners as they will be 
requested to ask questions and comment on their partner’s presentation. 

Is it compulsory for the candidate to have the news story with them in the examination?  
Yes, candidates must bring the news story they have read. This forms part of their logbook during the 
Spoken TIE exam. They may also bring it in the Written TIE exam. 

Is there a word limit for the candidates’ news stories?  
No, generally news stories can be 2-4 pages long. 

Can the news story be found on the Internet?  
Yes, although the candidates should follow the reported story from two different sources, e.g. online 
articles from two different websites.   
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Can the candidate use a news story/read a book/do an investigation on the same or similar topic?  
No, the three tasks should be based on clearly distinct topics to avoid any potential information 
overlapping. 
 
What is the maximum number of words a news story summary can have?  
News story summaries reproduced as part of the candidate’s response to Writing Task 1 (Prepared task) 
should not be more than 50 words long. This is because most of the candidate’s response must focus on 
addressing and answering the main task question. 
 
In the decision-making task, do candidates have to describe the photos shown?  
No, they should engage in discussion and use the photos as prompts for their ideas. 
 
Do the candidates have to come to an agreement at the end of the decision-making task?  
Not necessarily, as the exchange of information is more important than reaching an agreement. 
However, there should be some attempt at negotiating agreement during the discussion. 
 
Should candidates talk about all the photos they are presented with?  
Not necessarily - the photos are provided as stimuli for the conversation. Candidates can use some or all 
of them in order to sustain a conversation with their partner(s). 
 
What does the decision-making task assess?  
This task assesses the candidates’ ability to maintain a conversation without the Examiner’s intervention. 
Candidates should be able to exchange opinions considering the ideas presented to them in the form of 
images as well as adding their own. Candidates should be active participants in a free conversation with 
their partner(s). 
 
Can candidates use a dictionary during the Written TIE exam?  
Yes, a monolingual (i.e. English-English) dictionary is permitted. 
 
Can candidates consult their logbooks during the Written TIE exam?  
Yes, but extra notes, summaries of books, etc. are not permitted and if included, will be removed from 
the candidates’ logbooks. If the extra notes can’t be physically removed, the Examiner will confiscate the 
whole book/logbook and return it at the end of the exam session. 
 
Can the candidate produce a text in Writing task 2 heavily based on the investigation they did?  

No, the response to Writing task 2 must be spontaneous. Responses that are not authentic and 
spontaneous will get a DNF (Did Not Fulfil Requirements). 

What is the pass mark for the TIE Examination?  
There is no ‘pass’ mark. Candidates are assessed and evaluated according to the CEFR descriptors and 
awarded a grade from B2 to C2 based on their performance. The only instance in which a candidate is 
not awarded a certificate is when their overall performance falls below B1 level. 
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